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APPLICATION

from the director...
Panhandling on the street corner. Digging in the 
dumpster for food. Sleeping in the alley. For thou-
sands of men and women in America, it’s just an 
ordinary day on the streets. 

Avoiding the panhandler’s eyes. Trying not to smell 
what comes from the dumpster. Ignoring the bag 
lady at the bus stop. For those who live in comfort 
- apathy, fear or guilt are the ordinary responses to 
suffering. 

It’s time to unsettle the ordinary. Amid an epidemic 
of homelessness, the Gospel calls us to make a home 
among the poor, surrendering comfort for  
community. That’s why we created Community 
Corps; a four-month adventure in life-changing  
discipleship, hands-on service, and vibrant  
community among the chronically homeless of  
Austin, Texas.

Through Community Corps, you will root yourself 
in God’s goodness at Community First! Village, a 
27-acre, master-planned community for men and 
women who have experienced chronic  
homelessness. Opened by the revolutionary  
nonprofit Mobile Loaves & Fishes, Community First! 
Village is changing the way individuals, churches, 
and cities around the world respond to the  
devastation of homelessness. 

Are you hungry for discipleship that engages your 
whole person: head, heart, and hands?
Seeking a meaningful way to spend a summer, 
semester, or part of a gap year? Is God calling you 
to use your school internship with purpose? Are you 
ready to discover what it means to love your  
neighbor in radical ways? 

No matter where God calls you from, when He 
calls you into Community Corps, expect four 
months of beautiful, dynamic, intentional  
discipleship and service. 

As director of Community Corps, I will be your 
guide in this adventure. Once a university  
professor, I like to tell people God has called me 
here to be a “radical homemaker and renegade 
PhD.” What if God is calling you to something 
equally strange and beautiful? What if He’s calling 
you a life that makes no sense without the Gospel, 
without the promise that His Kingdom is at hand? 

In the pages that follow, you’ll find all the details 
for joining me in this far-from-ordinary life.  
Questions along the way? Don’t hesitate to reach 
out to communitycorps@mlf.org. 

Let’s unsettle the ordinary,

 

Bethany Joy Hebbard 
Community Corps Director    



About Mobile Loaves & Fishes and Community First! Village 

Mobile Loaves & Fishes began 
when five parishioners of St. John  
Neumann Catholic Church in Austin,  
Texas boldly answered God’s call to 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Alan 
Graham and his friends began delivering 
meals out of the back of a minivan to 
men and women they found living on 
the streets of their city. 

Since that first truck run in September 
1998, teams of volunteers have served 
meals with a side of hope to the  
homeless and working poor on the 
streets of Austin and San Antonio, Texas; 
Providence, Rhode Island; New Bedford, 
Massachusetts; and Minneapolis,  
Minnesota. To date, Mobile Loaves & 
Fishes has served over 5 million meals, 
and with the support of more than 
19,000 volunteers, we are the largest  
prepared feeding program to the  
homeless and working poor in Austin.

Today, in addition to continuing our truck ministry, we have expanded to include our Community First!  
Village, a 27-acre master-planned community that provides  affordable, permanent  housing and a 
 supportive community for the disabled, chronically homeless in Central Texas. The Village is founded on the 
belief that each person is made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27), and that “the Lord God took the man and 
put him in the garden of Eden to culitvate it and care for keep it” (Genesis 2:15). In other words, God, the first 
home-maker, created mankind to live in a place of permanence, orientation, meaningful work, and  
abundance. We hope that the Village can be such a home for those who need it most.

Soon, the Village will be home to more than 200 men and women coming up off the streets. Twenty  
percent of this community will consist of men, women, and children from around Austin, who have joined the 
Village as a “missional community,” called to live and serve alongside their formerly-homeless neighbors.

Community First! Village offers a number of opportunities for purpose, connection, and even income to its  
residents. Programs such as Genesis Gardens, the Community Forge blacksmithing program, the Art House, 
and the Community Inn also provide intentional, meaningful opportunities for guests and volunteers to build  
relationships with those who have experienced homelessness.
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Entering the Community Corps means entering into the ongoing mission of Mobile Loaves & Fishes and  
Community First! Village: empowering communities into a lifestyle of service with the homeless. 

About Mobile Loaves & Fishes and Community First! Village CAC

“We feel our lives radically changed and went in a 
whole different direction. We spent a lot of time 
in the word, and through the book discussions 
we were able to get deep into what home really 
means. It was a deep season of growth for both 
of us.”  
(John-Mark and Briana, Spring ‘16) 

“I think I’ve gotten such a better understanding 
of the fact that the root cause of homelessness 
is the catastrophic breakdown of family. I think 
the idea that we all experience homelessness 
in certain ways is something I’d never thought 
about either -- that sense of disconnectedness 
[we all feel] is related to the people we see on 
the street corners.”  
(Barrett, Spring ‘16) 

“It was the answer to what my heart was  
seeking. I don’t know what my life would be like if 
I hadn’t come. It changed my life. It was  
everything that I was seeking in reconnecting 
with my faith.”  
(Kristy, Fall ‘15) 

C U L T I V A T I N G  
C O M M U N I T Y

LIFE CHANGING EXPERIENCES 
TOLD BY PREVIOUS COMMUNITY 
CORPS MEMBERS
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DiscipleshipCAC

The Community Corps discipleship curriculum draws on the rich resources of Community 
First! Village, including: 

Hope & Justice Retreat -- an overnight adventure 
on the streets of Austin, as we explore the roots of 
chronic homelessness  
Bible Study  -- intensive, focused Bible studies 
with fellow Corps members and Community First! 
neighbors once a week 
 
Book Discussion -- a time to see what thinkers 
across the ages have said about Christian  
community, radical hospitality, calling, and the 
work of the church once a week 

Prayer & Worship -- morning prayer with fellow 
Corps members twice weekly, with additional 
opportunities at the Village for prayer and worship 
throughout the week 

Mentorship -- one-on-one conferences  
every other week with the Community Corps  
Director or an MLF staff member. These meetings 
will give you a chance to check in, share questions or 
concerns, and grow in your faith  

Special Programs -- periodically,  
Community First! offers intensive symposia or  
conferences to the public. If any of these events are 
scheduled during your term, you may attend at no 
additional cost

John 8:31-32

“... “If you hold to my teaching, you 
are really my disciples. Then you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set 
you free.”

At the heart of Community Corps is an  
immersive program of discipleship. As you  
allow God to shape your heart through  
retreats, Bible studies, book discussions and 
fellowship, you will discover what it means to 
live within the story of the Gospel: a story of 
renewed hope, creative kindness, and lasting 
justice. 
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Discipleship: Kristy SitchlerCAC

seeking life where 
faith could flourish

“People come to the Village,” Kristy says, 
“and they’re dazzled. It seems utopian at first, 
and even though we all know that isn’t  
realistic, it touched my heart to see a place 
where you could connect with people beyond 
the ordinary volunteer format. I had a friend 
in the Village’s full-time Missional Community, 
and it was so clear that he loved this place, 
and I wanted to be at the heart of it.”

Kristy’s introduction to the Village came at a 
time in her life when she was eager to  
reconnect with Christian faith and the  
community it brings. Through the service and 
discipleship opportunities available through 
Community Corps, she found “the answer to 
what my heart was seeking.”

The Bible and book discussions, coming in 
the midst of intense service and  
community, helped  Kristy to reconnect with 
her faith. Following some bad  
experiences with churches in her past, the 
idea of a church or a faith community made 
her nervous and anxious. However,  
Community Corps provided a place for  
healing and growth: 

“I don’t know what my life would be like if I hadn’t come,” she says.  
“Community Corps changed my life.”

WORDS FROM KRISTY SITCHLER

“Being able to build my own personal  
relationship with faith again and have  
discussions that were open and accepting 
-  even if there were disagreements - there 
was space for everyone to share in learn. I had 
never studied the Bible in that way. The  
knowledge base [of the discussion leader ] 
was so strong and in-depth. And that’s what I 
had hoped for a faith community to feel like. 
So it’s helped me feel safe about my faith and 
sharing it, which has enabled me to reconnect 
with God. God had it in hand.”

Having finished her Community Corps term, 
Kristy has joined the Missional Community at 
the Village, allowing her to continue growing in 
her faith as she lives as friend and good  
neighbor to everyone around her. 
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ServiceCAC
Hands-on service will ground your faith in practice, while you inspire your heart and head through Bible 
studies, book discussions, prayer, and mentorship. Full-time Community Corps Apprentices (CCAs) spend 
27-29 hours weekly serving in one our innovative Community First! Programs. (Part-time options are also 
available at 15-20 hours weekly). Through serving with our organic farming program or Resident Care  
department, you apprentice yourself to goodness, all the while learning valuable skills you can carry into 
your daily life, professional life, or vocation. 

If you hope to use your Community Corps service  
towards an internship or degree requirement and have special needs or requirements, let us know! We can 
often create tailored service assignments to accommodate students. 

service  
options

Community Art House - The Community Art House  
provides a means through which our highly creative  
artists at Community First! produce and sell some of 
the best works of art in Austin

Community Concessions and Catering – Our  
Community Catering & Concessions program provides 
opportunities for Community First! residents to earn a 
dignified income through concessions-related events at 
the Village.

Community Market – The Community Market not only 
serves as a convenience store for those living at  
Community First! Village; it also showcases and sells the 
products our neighbors create in the Forge, Art House, 
and other programs. 

Community Inn – The Community Inn is an on-site bed 
and breakfast, providing overnight lodging for guests of 
Community First! Village, and income for our resident 
housekeepers and hosts. 

Community Forge and Woodworking – The 
Community Forge & Woodshop empowers our  
Community First! friends to engage in the creation of 
timeless crafts while also earning a dignified income. 
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Genesis Gardens- Through Genesis Gardens,  
neighbors from all over Austin come together to roll 
up their sleeves and engage with Community First! 
residents, practice hospitality, recall what it means 
to put down roots, and share the abundance of our 
yields. 

Property Management – The Property Management 
Team oversees the operations and management of 
the Village property, including facilities maintenance, 
rental agreements, security, and more.  

Soap & Herbal Products - Using milk and herbs from 
our on-site gardens, Community First! residents earn 
dignified income by making goat-milk soap and other 
products. 

Resident Care – Our Resident Care team works 
diligently to help our formerly homeless brothers and 
sisters transition into their new homes at Community 
First! Village. They shepherd and sustain residents by 
planning community events and encouraging healthy 
living.

Volunteer Hospitality –. The Volunteer  
Hospitality Team welcomes and trains both short-term 
and recurring volunteers, providing a crucial gateway 
for individuals, families, and groups to enter the work 
of Community First! 

ServiceCAC

more 
service  
options

7



ServiceCAC

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Morning

Noon

Afternoon

Evening

service service service service

service service service

CCA 
Bible 

Study & 
Lunch

CCA Book  
Discussion

Community 
First!  

House  
Blessings

Movie 
Night

CCA  
Worship & 

Prayer

CCA weekly schedule

Your schedule could look very different from this, depending on the program under which 
you serve. Sundays are reserved as a day of rest, and the CCA Bible Study and Book  

Discussion are fixed points in the schedule. Your 27-30 hours of service could be  
distributed between Monday and Saturday. Most work will take place during the day, but 

some programs (e.g. Soapmaking) require evening commitments. 
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Service in Focus: The Echols FamilyCAC

For the Echols, a day in Community Corps meant a day of serving  
their formerly homeless neighbors as a family. 

THE ECHOLS FAMILY 

John-Mark would be in the Property  
Management office at 9am. His daily work 
might include a mental-health training  
seminar, furniture deliveries, or paperwork, 
but the heart of his work was helping men 
and women transition from a life on the 
streets to a community of caring friends and 
neighbors. After a lunch break to take  
2-year-old Truma to the playground, he and 
Matt, the assistant property manager, take 
a walk throughout the Village’s 27 acres, 
greeting residents, hearing their stories. This 
relational engagement was crucial for  
building trust and friendship. 

Briana spent most of the morning in the 
Village’s on-site Community Market. Here, 
visitors can purchase items made by Village 
residents, such as soap, hand-forged metal 
products, fine arts, jewelry, and more. The 
Market is a bustling stop for both visitors 
and residents, making it the perfect place for 
Briana to get to know her neighbors. Truma, 
meanwhile, stole the heart of everyone who 
walked through the door. 

 

Living and serving together created “a  
different level of closeness as a family” for 
the Echols. Because service is built into every 
moment at the Village, living and learning at 
Community First! has allowed their family to 
serve together in a way that hadn’t been  
possible before. 

Since completing their Community Corps term, 
the Echols begun a Village for homeless men 
and women in their hometown of Midland,  
Texas. You can follow their adventures at 
http://www.thefieldsedge.org
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CommunityCAC

called to community
Joining the Corps brings you into a two-fold community. Your shared experiences of retreats, study, 
and service will bind you to your fellow Community Corps Apprentices in deep and lasting friendships. You 
will also enter the crazy-beautiful community of those who call the Village home, including our formerly 
homeless residents and missional community members. 

As a community-builder, you will dive deep into life at the Village. Like an overseas mission trip, life at  
Community First! will expose you to cultural differences, unusual living situations, and beauty you’ve never 
imagined. You’ll discover that living in biblical community is hard work, but the rewards are eternal.

Community-Building at the Village: 

      On-site lodging in one of our Village “micro-homes.” Expect to have a roommate of the same gender. 

      Tuesday lunch with Community Corps Apprentices and Village neighbors

10

Opportunities for deep connection with Village residents through meals, art & craft workshops, movie 
nights, and more! 

Homemaking Project: this “capstone” project will allow you leave your fingerprints on the Village. 
Purpose -  not expense - are the important considerations for these projects, so CCAs are welcome to  
develop a low-cost project. However, CCAs are advised to do some additional fundraising toward this 
project before their terms begin, with a suggested goal of $500. 
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“Even first thing in the morning, on the way to the shower,  
I’d see someone and stop to talk!” he laughs. 

BARRETT YEAGER

For Barrett, Community Corps meant  
discovering community in every moment. 

Some days community life began even earlier, with 
morning prayer. “That was such a great time to 
hear what people were experiencing, to pray, and 
then to hang out over breakfast,” he says. “The 
program directors shared so much about their 
experiences living in community. I really loved that 
time.” 

Barrett came into Community Corps through a 
friendship with the program director and her  
husband: “I knew they had beautiful ideas and 
things to teach, and great hearts. I thought, ‘Man 
I could be a part of that for a few months.’ I knew 
God was calling me to the VIllage, to live here and 
work here.” 

From morning prayer to his serve duty,  
Barrett was able to build strong relationships with 
his fellow CCAs and Village neighbors. A normal 
week offered even more chances to connect after 
the workday: movie nights, house blessings, and 
spontaneous potluck meals. The Bible studies and 
book discussions, which include men and women 
who have experienced homelessness, were an  
especially powerful gateway to connection with his 
neighbors. In the Bible studies, Barrett notes, “you 
get to see a side of a formerly homeless person in 
a way no one else would ever get to see. That’s a  
pretty rare opportunity.”  

Barrett also learned that community can be difficult 
and demanding, and that often, it’s in the  
challenging moments that God meets us. Some days 
that meant rallying with neighbors to catch the  
donkeys when they escaped, or sitting with a  
mentally-ill friend at midnight, praying against his 
bad dreams. Even the challenge of fundraising 
turned into a blessing. 

“I actually loved having to raise funds to connect 
with people,” Barrett says. “I’ve given tours to  
people I’d not seen in years. I think it is even more 
of a blessing to raise more money to live out here 
rather than off-site, because it gives you a reason to 
reach out to people in your home church and  
community.” 

Living in a world where “community” can be a  
cliche, even for Christians, Barrett believes  
Community Corps taught him about the true spirit 
of what makes people feel at home in a lonely world. 
Discussions about community-building are often 
abstract and overly optimistic, but, “when you live 
out here, going through God’s word each week and 
discussing these books, you see that some of the 
most important things are little--they may only take 
5 minutes a day -- that really make a difference.” 

What was Barrett’s biggest takeaway from his  
Community Corps term? “That our God is a  
homemaking God, and we get to join Him in that 
work.” 

Community in Focus: Barrett YeagerCAC
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Program Requirements & CostCAC

Category Cost

The Community Corps is open to all applicants 18 and up. Each applicant is required to 
complete the Community Corps online application and provide two references. We reserve 

the right to conduct a background check. 

For a 16-week term (14 weeks in summer), applicants are asked to raise $3500. The  
following table shows how these funds are used: 

12

Orientation & Retreats 

Curriculum Expenses 
(books, etc.)

Community Life 

Staff Salary 

$200

$200

$300

$500

Housing $2300 

Note: Applicants who do not wish to live on-site may still apply, and will pay a program-only fee of $1200. 

For many applicants, raising funds is the first step of faith in this adventure. We  
encourage applicants to invite their church community, friends, and family to partner with 
them through fundraising and prayer. Contact us at communitycorps@mlf.org to receive a 

resource packet full of ideas and materials you can use in fundraising. 



Life at Community First! VillageCAC

CCAs will live on-site at Community First! Village in 
our micro-home neighborhood. Two CCA’s will live in 
each micro-home, which is equipped with  
air-conditioning, electricity, and basic furnishings, as 
well as a mini-fridge, microwave, and crock-pot for 
basic cooking. 

CCAs are also welcome to use the Village’s  
state-of-the-art outdoor kitchens, which are 
equipped with full-size gas ranges and ovens, as 
well as the grills and firepits placed throughout the 
Village. 

All micro-homes at the Village use one of five  
community bathhouses. These units each contain 
private bathrooms and showers; they are not  
dorm-style with multiple showers in each room. 
Each bathhouse also has a laundry room with  
pay-per-use washers and dryers.

Unfortunately, none of our micro-homes are  
wheelchair accessible at this time.

housing
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Life at Community First! VillageCAC

The Community Corps program fee covers all  
programming and housing expenses. However, CCAs 
should make sure to budget for transportation to 
and from Austin, as well as weekly grocery expenses. 

expenses

All Community Corps members are responsible for arranging and paying for 
their own transportation to and from Community First! Village. For those flying 
in or out of Austin for their terms, contact the Community Corps director to  
arrange airport pick-ups and drop-offs. 

The Community First! Village has its own bus stop, served by the CAPMetro 
Northeast Feeder Line (#237). Bus passes may be purchased from our  
Community Market at the discounted rate of $1.25 for a daily pass and $20.60 
for a monthly pass. Learning to travel by bus is also a great way to connect with 
our neighbors who have experienced homelessness, as many of them rely on the 
bus service for their transportation needs.

transportation

&

14



how to apply

Are you ready to unsettle the ordinary? Then head over to mlf.org/community-corps, 
where you’ll find our online application. 

To complete your application, you’ll need...

A resume detailing your work experience, educational experience, 
service/missions experience, and hobbies/interests.

Contact info for two references. References may fill out their  
recommendations online at https://www.tfaforms.com/429989 or 
complete a paper copy (Appendix B) and mail or scan it to the  
address provided on the form. 

1-2 hours to work through the application’s questions. At any point, 
you can save your progress and return to finish the application later

Applications 
Open

Applications 
Deadline

Term Begins

Term Ends

Spring 2018 Summer 2018  Fall 2018

August 1, 2017

December  
15, 2017

January  
5, 2018

April 27, 2018

January 1, 2018

April 15, 2017

May 18, 2018

August  
10, 2018

Applications are accepted on a rolling basis 

Contact us at  
communitycorps@mlf.org 
if you have any questions 
during the application 
process! 

Once you’ve submitted your 
application, it’s time for a  
season of prayer,  
fundraising, and other 
preparation. 

Here’s what you’ll do after  
you submit your application: 

Schedule a follow-up 
phone or Skype  
interview with the  
Community Corps  
director
 
Receive Fundraising 
Resource Pack & CCA 
Prayer Guide

Sign letter of intent  
indicating that you  
intend to enter the  
program

15

May 1, 2018

August  
15, 2018

December  
14, 2018

August  
31, 2018



FAQCAC

Why is Community Corps called an “apprenticeship” instead of an “internship”? 

In many ways, participating in Community Corps is much like an ordinary internship: you join the work of our 
organization for period of time, learning the skills necessary to our work, and participating in that work in 
meaningful ways. 

However, while an internship might prepare you for a certain job or career, an apprenticeship represents a 
call into a lifestyle. In other words, apprenticeship is a form of discipleship, not merely career training. As a 
Community Corps apprentice in one of Mobile Loaves & Fishes’ programs, you will not only learn valuable 
skills in a particular kind of work; you will also participate in the habits and forms of life that make Communi-
ty First! Village possible: service, spiritual formation, study, and life in community.

Depending on your reasons for applying to Community Corps, it may fulfill some of the same needs as an in-
ternship. However, we hope that the experience will be far more than training toward a particular set of skills. 
Rather, we hope to invite you into a way of life. In this way, Community Corps advances Mobile Loaves and 
Fishes’ central purpose, “to empower communities into a lifestyle of service” with those who have experi-
enced homelessness. 

Can my financial supporters give toward my program cost as a tax-deductible donation 
to Mobile Loaves & Fishes? 

Mobile Loaves & Fishes cannot receive donations earmarked for a specific individual as tax-deductible dona-
tions. Because Community Corps is a training program, the program cost is not a donation, but rather pay-
ment for the training received. 

While applicants are responsible for their own fundraising, the Community Corps director provides a person-
alized resource kit for those who are unsure how to begin fundraising. 

Can I use my Community Corps term to satisfy my university’s internship, service, or aca-
demic requirements? 

We love to work with students! If you are hoping to use your time in the Community Corps to fulfill any kind 
of program requirements from your college, university, or seminary, contact the Community Corps Director 
to see whether or not the Corps program can work with your institutional requirements. 

Send any and all questions to Bethany Hebbard at communitycorps@mlf.org or 812-243-9816!

What should I pack when I come to Community First! Village?

Your micro-home will be furnished, including bedding, fridge, micro-wave, slow cooker, electric kettle, and 
dishes. If you plan on doing more intensive cooking, you may wish to bring pots and pans. 
Regardless of your program assignment, there’s a good chance you’ll be working outside for at least part of 
your time at the Village. Pack plenty of comfortable clothing, being sure to include jeans, close-toed shoes, 
and a good sunhat or sunglasses. A water bottle is also a good idea. The “dress code” at the Village is very 
casual, even for office jobs. You might wish to bring dressier clothes for church or exploring the city, but you 
won’t need them for your daily life and work at the Village. 

All your books and program materials will be provided. A laptop in not necessary, but you may wish to bring 
one. The Village has WiFi.  

some questions...
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FAQCAC

some more questions...
Why is prayer part of the weekly schedule? Isn’t serving people with my time and energy 
enough?  

The short answer is that morning prayer provides a crucial opportunity for us to gather as a community, 
gathering strength and encouragement for the day ahead. 

The long answer is that Mobile Loaves & Fishes recognizes that homelessness is not merely a state of 
material deprivation, and that serving those who have been homeless cannot focus on material needs alone. 
Men and women who have endured homelessness have been alienated from conventional society due to 
their material poverty, but have also been rejected as persons. In order to provide a holistic response to 
homelessness, Mobile Loaves & Fishes and Community First! Village has built its programs on the corporal 
and spiritual acts of mercy, which have a long history in Christian faith and practice. According to the MLF 
Bylaws, acts of mercy are “charitable actions [which] come to the aid of our neighbor’s spiritual and bodily 
necessities.” These acts include

  

Daily prayer provides all Corps members with the opportunity to practice the spiritual acts of mercy before 
we spend our day ministering to many of the bodily acts of mercy. Even if you are not familiar with this 
tradition of prayer, participating provides an important opportunity for immersion in the heart of Mobile 
Loaves & Fishes. 

I’m not a Christian. Can I apply for this program? Will I be excluded if I don’t share the 
faith of other applicants? 

We welcome anyone with a heart for service to apply for Community Corps. Community First! Village 
exists thanks to the tireless work of countless volunteers, staff members, and residents, many of whom are 
not Christians. However, we do ask that all applicants respect the Christian principles that form the basis of 
Mobile Loaves & Fishes’ bylaws and culture. All applicants, regardless of beliefs, are expected to participate 
in all aspects of the program, whether Serve Duty or Bible Study. If you have questions, don’t be afraid to ask 
them! Discussion, dialogue, and even loving disagreement can enrich our life together, but withdrawal will 
not. 

Corporal (Bodily)

- feeding the hungry
- giving drink to the thirsty
- clothing the naked
- sheltering the homeless
- visiting the sick and  
   imprisoned
- burying the dead

Spiritual

- counseling the doubtful
- instructing the ignorant
- counseling the sinner
- comforting the afflicted
- forgiving offenses
- bearing wrongs patiently
- praying for the living and 
  the dead
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CAC

& some more questions...
I traditionally have practiced my spirituality in a more private, one-on-one conversation 
with God and through my actions.  Is there a place for an “introverted Christian” in this 
program?  Will I frequently be put on the spot to pray out loud and articulate my beliefs 
in front of groups?

In Life Together, Dietrich Bonhoeffer cautions, ““Let him who cannot be alone beware of community... Let 
him who is not in community beware of being alone... Each by itself has profound perils and pitfalls. One who 
wants fellowship without solitude plunges into the void of words and feelings, and the one who seeks  
solitude without fellowship perishes in the abyss of vanity, self-infatuation and despair.”

Living in intentional community--even for a short season--can be challenging, especially for those who are 
more reserved or introverted. However, you can be sure that our call to community is one of invitation, not 
compulsion. We hope to create the kind of environment in which everyone will, eventually, feel comfortable 
sharing their thoughts, questions, and feelings. At no point, however, will this kind of articulation be required. 
We do ask that you attend all required events. However, your degree of public participation or interaction is 
a matter for your own conviction and conscience. 

What will we read in the Bible and book studies? 

Both the Bible studies and book discussions are centered on questions of a Christian response to  
homelessness, homemaking, dignified work, and community -- the same issues you will be living out through 
your daily serve duty and community-building activities. Here is a sampling of some of our readings: 

Beyond Homelessness: Christian Faith in a Culture of Displacement (Steven Bouma-Prediger and Brian 
Walsh)
Called to Community: The Life Jesus Wants for His People (Charles Moore, ed.)
The Art of the Commonplace (Wendell Berry) 
The World Beyond Your Head (Matthew Crawford) 
The Sabbath, Its Meaning for Modern Man (Abraham Joshua Heschel)
Living More with Less (Doris Janzen Longacre)

FAQ
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We always love to hear stories and 
questions! Please don’t hesitate to 

reach out! 

Community Corps
c/o Community First! Village

9301 Hog Eye Road
Austin, TX 78724 

812-243-9816

communitycorps@mlf.org 



CAC Appendix A

mission, vision, and values  
of Mobile Loaves & Fishes 

PURPOSE/VISION
We empower communities into a lifestyle of service with the homeless.

MISSION
We provide food and clothing, cultivate community and promote dignity to our homeless 
brothers and sisters in need.

STRATEGY
A combination of the goals for which MLF is striving and the means by which it is seeking 
to get there. The most important part of implementing the strategy is ensuring the com-
pany is going in the right direction which is towards the end vision.

CORE VALUES
This vision is supported by core values centered on our belief that homelessness is the 
result of a profound catastrophic loss of family:

GOALS

- God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer  
   goodness freely created man to make him share in his own blessed life
- By virtue of being created by God in His image, we are all called to live  
   in community and relationship with Him through each other
- The family is the original cell of social life
- You shall love your neighbor as yourself
- All members of the human family are equal in dignity
- The Lord God took the man and settled him in the Garden of Eden to care for it

- Transform the way people view the stereotype of those who find themselves homeless
- To reconnect the homeless to self, family and community
- Help the chronically homeless rediscover and utilize their God-given talents to do  
   purposeful work
- To connect human to human, heart to heart through the fellowship of food and  
   hospitality
- Inspire people to give abundantly and offer their best first

- MLF Truck Ministry
- Community First!
- Community Works Micro-Enterprise
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Community Corps Apprentice Reference Form 

Please return by mail to 

Community Corps 

Attn: Bethany Hebbard 

9301 Hog Eye Road, #110 

Austin TX 78724 

or scan and email to communitycorps@mlf.org 

 

Section 1: Reference Contact Information 

First Name ________________________ 

Phone ________________________ 

 

Last Name: ____________________ 

Email Address: _____________________ 

I am completing this reference form for _______________________________ (name of applicant)  

I am filling out this reference as (circle one): Spiritual Mentor Friend or Colleague 

How well would you say you know the applicant? (circle one)      Very well       Somewhat well  Not well 

How long have you known the applicant? ___________________________________________________________ 

In what capacity have you known the applicant?______________________________________________________ 

 

Section 2: Character & Community Life Reference  

 Please answer the following questions with responses of fewer than 500 words. If you need more space, place answers on a 
separate sheet and attach to this form.  

Corps members are expected to live a “community first” lifestyle, whether they are Residential Corps members (living and 
working at Community First! Village) or Non-Residential (only working at the Village). Please comment on the applicant’s 
ability to live and work closely with others.  

 

  

 

 

 

  



 

 

How have you seen this applicant’s spirituality shape his or her life, both in terms of daily life (interpersonal relationships, 
habits and practices, etc.) and larger matters such as education, career, or vocation? 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you believe are this applicant’s greatest strengths or weaknesses? 

 

 

 

 

If accepted to the Community Corps, this applicant would be working closely with men and women who have experienced 
chronic homelessness, and who continue to struggle with physical or mental disabilities, addictions, and emotional trauma. 
Do you believe the applicant has specific gifts or strengths that will empower him or her to serve among this vulnerable 
population? Do you have any reservations about recommending the applicant for work among the chronically and formerly 
homeless? 

 

Section 3: Work Habits Reference 

How does this applicant respond to challenging circumstances or stress?  

 

 

 

 

In addition to their serve duties, Community Corps members participate in twice-weekly Bible study and spiritual formation 
sessions. These sessions require thoughtful reading, reflection, and discussion from all participants. Do you believe that the 
applicant will participate fully in these opportunities for formation and study?    

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Section 4: Other  

On a scale of 1-5 (5 being the highest rating) please rate the applicant according to the following qualities:     

Responsibility     1 2 3 4 5 

Reliability     1 2 3 4 5 

Initiative     1 2 3 4 5 

Emotional Stability    1 2 3 4 5  

Leadership     1 2 3 4 5 

Perseverance     1 2 3 4 5 

Collaboration / Team Player   1 2 3 4 5 

Sense of Humor    1 2 3 4 5 

Humility    1 2 3 4 5 

Compassion     1 2 3 4 5 

    

From the word bank below, circle the top five descriptors you would use to describe the applicant. 

Ambitious 

Pioneering 

Thorough  

Organized 

Competitive 

Decisive 

Cooperative 

Cautious 

Agreeable 

Modest 

Peaceful 

Inspiring 

Enthusiastic 

Persuasive 

Poised 

Optimistic 

Trusting 

Reflective 

Factual 

Intuitive  

Skeptical 

Logical 

Relaxed 

Passive 

Patient 

Possessive 

Consistent 

Steady 

Active 

Restless 

Detail-Oriented 

Eager 

Flexible 

Impulsive 

Systematic 

Accurate 

Open-Minded 

Diplomatic 

Firm 

Independent 

Obstinate 

Unsystematic 

Visionary 

Introverted 

Extraverted  

Compassionate 

Kind 

Humble 

Servant-hearted  

Creative 

Intelligent  

Diligent  



Thank you so much for completing this reference form! Your partnership is vital as our applicants enter 
into this immersive, transformational term of service and training. For more information about Mobile 
Loaves & Fishes or Community First! Village, please visit mlf.org or email communitycorps@mlf.org.  

Please return this form by mail to  

Community Corps 

Attn: Bethany Hebbard 

9301 Hog Eye Road, #110 

Austin TX 78724 

or scan and return to communitycorps@mlf.org  

    

   

 

     

    

   

 


